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fidence in the ability of collective brains to provide
facilities by which a man may do more with less effort.
The only way to provide these facilities is by increas-
ing the margin of production over consumption, for
it is that margin which provides the capital for in-
creased facilities.
All of this is rather hard to understand because
we are accustomed to thinking in terms of money
rather than in terms of things, and instinctively we
realize that it does not get us anywhere to blame
things on Nature. We pass the buck into the lap
of something which is vaguely called Capital.
Capital is supposed to own the instrumentalities
of work. Labour is supposed to operate them, while
the Public is supposed to do the consuming. They
are convenient and almost meaningless terms. There
are a few owners of capital who do not work, but
there are precious few of them who do not manage
and none of them who do not consume and thus
become part of the public. There are a few workers
who do not own anything of a productive nature,
but they again form part of the consuming Public.
When you try to find out who make up the Public, the
real trouble starts, for it is quite impossible even in a
particular controversy such as the steel strike to